OBSERVATIONS 


NR 
Inprovement of Trade, 


By Eſtabliſhing the 


FISHERY 
Great Britain; 


| As a proper Means to 


Obrain the Ballance of TRADE, employ Aer, 
and promote the Intereſt of the Proprietors 
OF THE 


$OUTH-SEA COMPANY, 


Under their Direction or a CommITTEz® to be ap- 


pointed for that Purpoſe, agreeable to their Charter, 


and Acts of Parliament — for the Eſtabliſhment 
thereof, 


With ſome Hints how the fd FISHERY may be 


* gained in like manner as our Woollen Manufadiory <7 
was by King HENRY VII. and Queen ELIZABETH. 


Humbly Dedicated to His Grace 


2 M E & Duke of ne 


aha — — IT TEREEY 
RN * : 


"By Mr. PECK. 


LONDON: 


. by J. Hucns in Hi gb-Holborn, 
Dorm next Door to the Caft/e Tavern in Fleetftreet, 
| MDCCXXXII. 


{Price- One Shilling. ] 
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OUR Grace's Con- 
7 'l deſcention to the Pa- 
| tronage of the follow- 
ing Sheets, is {till a new Inſtance, 
of that innate Virtue, and un- 

ee, bounded 


. 
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2 
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| bounded Goodneſs, which has 
ever adorn'd Your N oble M ind, 
and renders Vour Grace dare 
fally Beloved and Eſteemed. 
The ftrict Regard I have for the | 
Welfare of my Country, and 
a. grateful Deſire of Acknoy — 
ledging the Great Favours I 
have receiv'd. from Your baun- 
teous Hands, induc'd me to this 
| Undertaking ; and made me ſo- 
licitous to des! ſuch Propo- 
btions, as: might, by X ing put 
in Execution, become uſeful and 
Advantagious to this Nation; 5; 
knowing, that nothing is ſo ac- 
| _ to Your Grace, as. that 
which 


. \ 4 


mer it Vour 6 


DEDICATION 
which tends to promote the 
Trade and . of | Great 
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kan: admitted — Grace 
Acquaintance and Converſation; 


and the Pleaſure I ſometimes 
had, of ſharing in Vour pri- 
vate Hours and Retirement 
of itfelf, ſuffirient to require 


a canvin any Meaſure - 


6 404 


DEDICATION. 

yet E have been ſenſible of the 
greateſt Uneaſmeſs, in wanting 
a favourable Opportunity to 
make a publick Acknowledg- 
ment of Vour Favours, which I 
have abundantly experienc dd. 
Jam fully convinc d the moſt 
efteEtual Encouragement for the Þ 
putting my Thoughts in Pra- 
Ctice, is Your. Grace's Apr Da- 
tion; and perſuade myſelf, they 
will be the more agreeable to 
the Publick, as they have been 
receiv d by Your Grace with that 
ſingular Indulgence, which is 
Natural to Vou, and is not the 


leaſt of thoſe far 
197 tues, 


1 


DEDICATION. 


tues, by which you have gain'd 


an -unſought s Popularity, and 
without either Study or Deſign, 
have made Yourſelf one of the 


7 moſt Amiable Perſons of the 


preſent Age, 
2s Fay be x} IJ % 


I have "ay My ru. a co- 
pious Subject before me, Which, 


if I were capable of purſuing, I 


muſt relate a \ Thouſand Orna- 


ments and Graces which contri- 
bute 0 make Nou. E 7 Eſtimable 5 
but as I am well acquainted with 
Your Grace's' particular Deli- 
cacy, by which You are no ot mare 
careful to deſerve the greateſt 


an — Praiſes 


DEDICATION. 


Praiſes, than Vou are nice in re- | 
re leaſt; I ſball only 
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nicate the following Obſervations 
| on that much neglected Branch of 
| Trade; the FisntRy. Ch Ar BUEN 
The Increaſe of Credit, the various Corpora- 
tions with large Capital Funds at preſent eſta- 
bliſh'd, the low Intereſt of Money, the heavy 
Burthen the Poor are to ſeveral Pariſhes, the 
Neceſſity of 2 a Nurſery of Seamen, 
to equip our Men of War and Merchant Ships, 
are ſuch Inducements, as at preſent naturally 
favour the Eftabliſhment of the Fiſhery, in 
ſuch a particular Manner, as yet has never, 
been offered to this Nation. „N 
A ſmall Aid from every trading Company, 
or Pariſh, by either a voluntary Subſcription, 
or Tax of. ramen would. ſcarce. be. 757 


71 22 


be 
Hall not longer continue Strangers to this noble 


NEF ACF. 5 
but the Benefit accruing to each, would ſoon be 
found by the Money ſubſcribed, and the Em- 
Fhoyment of the Poor, which wou'd be then ſet 
10 work in each reſpective Pariſh. - | 
I is the FisyERy, that makes Holland / 
great, and free from Objects of Miſery and 
Want, too much ſeen and felt among Us at 
Home; and when we have ſo favuorable an 
Opportunity to employ our Poor, and add Riches 
r our Riches, and as Nature, Art, and In- 
472 contributing to furniſh us with all 
elps we can defire ; it is to be bop d, we 


Branch of Trade ; for it is certain, the Fiſhery 


3s of iſo great Importance, that I make na 


Scruple to affirm, that according to the preſent 
Condutt of Affairs, there is no Part of Trade 
wphich: deſerves more our Attention and Appli- 
cation than this Article of Commerce. - 

To: be convinc'd of this Truth, we have no- 
#hing elſe to do, but confider the Difference there 
i between thoſe Countries who have no Part in 
this. Trade; and yet what a Figure Holland 


Gears with a Branch of it, upon Sufferance 


"And if the Hollanders, who labour under 
many Inconveniencies of purchaſing almoſt all 
their Materials for the Fiſhery from Foreigners, 


make ſo great an Advantage by the Trade, how 


much more confiderable muſt it be to us, who can 
raiſe Timber, Cordage, Iron, Salt, and every thing 
ch neceſſary within ourſelves, or from * ring 
ca 4 0 Plan- 


— 
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Plantations, and the principle Article, which 
is Fiſh, on our very Coaſt? Whereas the Dutch 
muſt be many Months out, and victual according. 
H, and return again to Holland 70 repack great 

Ss of the Fiſh taken, before * ee the 
ſame to foreign Markets. | 
The ſmall Experiment lately made by My. 
Gordon of Potſoy, in the North F Scotland, 
ſufficiently proves the Pradiicableneſs of the Un- 
dertaking to very great Advantage, and evident 
ly ſhews, that, by Diligence, we may eafily-out-da 
the Dutch herein; tho ſcarce any thing can come 
up to what the Dutch have done by CoMMERCB 
in other Reſpects; and it will ever be à Subjet® 
of Aftoniſhment and Wonder, that a Handful of 
Men that fled into a little Country, which hardly 
produc'd enough to ſubſiſt its Inhabitants, ſhould 
beat down the 2 — Power of the Spaniſh 
Monarchy, and, under the Protection of the Crown 
of England, incline the King of Spain t defire 
Peace, that they ſhould lay the Foundation of fa 
mighty a Republick, which we ſee at preſent ul. 
moſt hold the Ballance between all the biber 
Powers Europe: But what is more Jurprizing 
and wonderful is, that the Wars never inte 
ed their Trade; and that it mas in the very Heut 
of War that they laid the Foundations: of the 
Trade ta the Eaſt-Indies and Africa; and that 
they ſhould trade with their Enemies, the Span- 
ards, in Spire of all the Precautions tothe can 
trary, aubich very _ nc ak 40 _—_ . | 
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PRE F A C F. 


© The States-General of the United Provinces 
ſeen ne the Induſtry of theſe Merchants to be of 


fo great Service to the Republik protected and 


favour'd them in every thing, and it may be 


 fuſtly obſerv'd that, without t ir Aſſiftance, they 


could never have been able to carry on their 
Maude to ſucbh an Extent, or to put ſo glorious 

an End to the War as they did. 

16. e fee by them, what Advantage Commerce is 
to a Nation, when it is regulated with Prudence, 
and carried on by able and honeſt Merchants, 
who' have all Protection and no Conſtraint laid 
2:pon them ; and which in Great-Britain may be jo 
happily enjoyed, we need not doubt of the like 
Succeſs, being every way better ſituated. : 
"Nothing but Commerce can enrich a Kingdom, 
for let as turn our Eyes to Spain, and it is certain, 


fhat there is no Nation in the World has ſo little 


Gold and Silver as the Spaniards, tho" thoſe two 
Mettals are produced in ſuch prodigious Quanti- 
ties in their foreign Dominions; other Nations 
notwithſtanding, are better provided therewith, 
on Account of the great Vent their Commodities 
have in Spain, and the dependent Kingdoms, which 
have Occaſion for them; and in ſhort, that great 


Monarchy has fallen to Decay, purely for having 


neglefied Commerce. Itwas this Negligence which 
was. ane of the principal Springs of the Riches | 
of: France; for while France traded withSpain, 


e neuer wanted Gold or Silver, not even during 
. thoſe lung and difficult: Wars : Let us look back 


end confider what Condition France das in, by the. 
30 {bs ; — $1 P vr 2 


PREFACE. 
Pyrenean Treaty, notwithſtanding a long War 
of above Twenty-five Years, and all rg ſhe has 
ſince ſuſtained and ſupported. | 
It is much to be wiſhed we would open our Eyes, 

and take Notice of the Fiſhery of ſo much Impor- 
tance to the Improvement of Commerce, and endea- 
vour tagperſue ſuch Meaſures as may bring it to 
4555 ; on which, in ſome Meaſure, depends the 


appineſs of all his Majeſty's Subjects, and the 
Grandeur of the Nation. 


It is by Means of the Fiſhery, and other 
. Branches of Trade, that the Dutch are ſo conſi- 
derable as to influence the Affairs of Europe, 
which make up the principal Part of their Po- 
licy : And from the very Beginning of that 
Republick, he States-General have always uſed 
their utmoſt Endeavours to ſecure the Herring 
Fiſhery to their Countrymen; their Regulations 
for that Purpoſe are very wonderful, and heir Or- 
ders very prudent. | 
They take great Care to throw all away bare are 
not e ood, and to ſalt the Fiſh as they take 
them out of the Sea; ; and are careful that the Salt 
be good, and the Quantity ſufficient ; that the Cast 
. be feet and clean, and have no manner of Defect 
that may ſpoil the Fiſh, It muſt be owned that 
the Dutch omit nothing that may keep up the 
Value and Reputation this Commodity bas acqui- 


red throughout all Europe, by paſſing through their 
Hana 


2 


It 


PREP ACE. 


_ - Jt ought not to be thought ſtrange, that the 


Scares-General are ſo very careful of their Herring 
Fiſhery, and of the beſt Methods of curing them, 


fee" it is a Matter of fo great Importance to 
| them, as to betaken Notice of in all their Pro- 


clamations for the Continuance of COMMERCE, 
. The Herring Fiſhery is the greateſt Trgde be- 
longing to the United Provinces ; this enriches 


fo many. Families, and employs ſo many People, eſ- 
© pecially the poorer Sort; this makes them build fo 


Ships in Holland, hich they ſend to ſeve- 
l with Fiſh ; 20 N vaſt 4 
titres, tot be Neighbouring Countries, and even ſome 
fo Great- Britain if/elf, whence they are caught, 
ent are very often paid in ready Money; tis this 
which encreaſes their Commerce, their Privileges, 
and their REVENUES. | TR OE, 


Britain may pertake of, and to à greater Advan- 
tage than they can do, by ſupplying foreign Parts, 


and our own Cities Towns with Fiſk, to be 


taken on our own Coaſt, if we would accept of the 
Bleſſmg which Nature affords, and invites us ta 
ENJOY and REJOYCE in. Sn Fw. 
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SOME 


OBSERVATIONS 
Improvement of TRA DE, 
By Eſtabliſhing the 


FISHERY of Great-Britain. 


= HE great Inducement that the 
People of any Country have 
ot ink of TRA PDR, is a natu- 
SR big) ral Inclination to the Sea, which 
in a great Degree, beyond thoſe 
of the Continent-Iflanders al- 
ways have; but Art may do more in ſome, 
than what Nature has done in others; and a 
Nation by Cuſtom may be brought to have 
a Sea-faring Inclination, tho' the Deſire of 
Gain, which perhaps is the preſent Caſe of 
France, their piratical Deſigns, — of 
| : | alt- 


— 


2 
Salt Petre, have made them more acquainted 
with the Ezft-India Shores than formerly; 
their Privateers and great Ships have viſited 
the Coaſt of Africa; they have extended their 
Trade to Turky, the Weſt-Indies, and are no 
Strangers to our ſands, Plantations, and Sei- 
tlements there, the Profits and Advantages 
they have gain'd in their Voyages, and by 
Privateering, have brought a great many of 
their Men to like and love the Sea ; ſo that 
TradeinProceſs of Time may come into that 
Kingdom with great Succeſs, and be no longer 
the Effect of Force and Art, but to ariſe 
from a Genius in the People, by much Pra- 
ice and Advantage. Eq 8p 0 
Their Newfoundland Fiſhery, by Encroach- 
ments on us, has conſiderably increas'd their 
Seamen and Shipping; and it is a certain 
Maxim, that all States are powerful, as they 
flouriſh in the Fiſhing Trade. 
Wherever a great Number of Men, either 
by Inclination or Cuſtom love the Sea, that 
Country will extend its Commerce abroad, 
for all Nations would enjoy it, if they could: 
Some Places, indeed, have neither Stock nor 
convenient Ports, and others want Hands to 
carry on the Work; but where they have 
Stocks, Ports, and Hands join'd together, 
they need not long be without the Benefit of 
Foreign Trafick ; upon which Account we 
ought to conſider in time of Peace, that the 
French, and other Nations, will every where 


8 5 try 


Fat 


try to incroach upon us; that the French will 
endeavour to enlarge their Fiſhery, upon a 


better Foot, that they will ſtrengthen thoſe 
Plantations and Colones they have already in 


their Poſſeſſion in the Weſt-Indtes, and give 
Encouragement for new Diſcoveries. - 


Mr. Dampier in his excellent Journals, has 
given the publick ſufficient Proof, that the 
Spaniards have left room enough for future 
Induſtry; and that all the Countries yielding 
Gold and all the Silver Mines are not in their 
Poſſeſſion. 

As the French haye ſettled on = River- 
Mi ſippi in the Gulph of Mexico, it may not be 


. long before they make themſelves Maſters of 


that rich Province, which will be an Addition 


to their Strength, and more particularly pre- 


judicial to Great-Britain; for by the Oppor- 


tunity of that Settlement, and erecting Forts 


along the ſeveral Lakes between that River 


and Canada, they may in Time 1 interrupt our 
Trade to the Northern Plantations: And tho 


the French ſhould invade. and: diſturb us no 
where beyond the Line, which is hardly poſſi- 
ble; yer ſuch an Increaſe and Addition to their 
Naval Power, as new Plantations, and the. ex- 


tended Trade and a large Continent will bring; 
can be no pleaſing Proſpect to Great-Britarn. 


l As to Holland, if the National Stock of that 


State be increaſed above Eight Millions ſince 


the War, as there is Reaſon to believe it is; in 


tion, 


re ard. chat by the Wow, of their Conſtitu- 


[ 10] 
tion, they have invited People daily to them, 
and inereaſe in Number o ary eagte that 
in all their Councils they have look'd chiefly 
to the Protecting of their Merchants Fleers ; 
chat their Care of Traffick has preceeded all 
their Thoughts of War, and that almoſt their 
whole Expence has been at Home, 

If their Condition and Circumſtances have 
been improved, at the ſame Time that ours 
has viſibly decayed, by different ways ; it is 
evident we ought to change Hands, and fall 
upon proper Meaſures to improve our F:fp- 
eries; for we have not only Natural Advan- 
tages over them, as to the Fiſh itſelf being 
our 'own Produce, but our fituation, Ports, 
Soil, Sc. enable us more than enough to Con- 
tend wich all the World, if we are not Wan 
ting in Courage and Conduct. 

It is ſaid that the Dutch ſiſb and ſell above 
400,000 Tuns, of which at 200 Plorins per 
Tun, brings in every Year 75 Millions of 
Eivers, of which 52 Millions turn, as they 
fay, to the Countrys Profit, and the 23 Mil- 
tions that remain go towards defraying the 
Charge of the Fiſhery 3 fo that confidering 
all the Ships they imploy in Fiſhing are 
built in Holland, thar all the Cordage, Sails, 
Nets, and Barrels are made chere, and that they 
find Salt and Proviſions for the Subſiſtance of 
this great Number of Fiſhermen ; one may 
eaſily comprehend- that this Employment a- 
127 maintains an incredible Number of le, 

milies, 


| II - 
milies, not including thoſe who are employ'd 
do tranſport the Fb taken by them to almoſt, 


al the Kingdoms and Countries of the + he 
The main Care and Management. of Traf- 
feb chiefly conſiſts in well Governing, En- 
couraging, and Protecting the general Trade 
of the Nation; for all which no ſingle, Part 
ſeems furniſh'd with Power ſufficient, but 
the Work muſt be perform'd by the concurs 
Nee Aſſiſtance of the whole Legibatve Au- 
ority. _ 
" „nd out and eſtabliſh FE GONE a juſt, 
and convenient Rules for the Government of 
the Fi iſbery, will be no ſmall Difficulty; but if 
that be once compaſs d, it may be eaſy enough 
to give it Encouragement and Protection a 
terwards. 

All Things muſt ſucceed ill, 2 8951 
Government is wanting; and where Men are 
left to take Meaſures only n their own pri- 
vate Intereſt, or voracious Appetite of Gain. 

Nothing confiderable can be well govern d 
chat is not plac d under the, peculiar Care of 
ſome one Perſon or Body of Men, and ne 

Perſon can rightly Govern any matter, unleſs 


they are firſt. rightly. inſtructed and furniſh'd 


with proper Directions and coercive. 4 17 8 


As the FHiſbery of Great- Britain, whi 
the common concern of all che Nation, may 


be made che particular Buſineſs of 3 Qom- 


mittee; of Men of Integrity, Experiente and 
mla, 1 nd . Members or Praprie- 


#ors 
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tors of the South-Sea Company, may be arm'd 
with ſufficient Power from a General Court 
of the ſaid Company; and by that Means a 

roper Stock may be appropriated; or * rais'd 
by Subſcription, to be manag'd by ſuch a 
Committee for carrying on the Fiſhery of 
Great-Britain, to the particular Advantage 
of the Members, and the general Intereſt and 
Welfare of the Kingdom. N 

To any one who has thought upon chis 
Subject, tis apparent enough, that the Stock 
and Wealth of this Country might have been 
very much improv'd and enlarg'd, if we 
would have added Induftry and Conduct to 
the Advantage we hold. from Nature and 
Situation. MF LG SRI OF ION 

The Care of Tr hae in  Geperal, PRO in- 
deed belong to the excecutivẽ Power now in 
Being, and is properly the Buſineſs of the 
eſtabliſh'd Miniſtry: But if they have not 
from the Laws, Authority ſufficient to go 
through with fuch a Work, or if their 
Time is taken up in more important Affairs, 
it may well become the Wiſdom of a Parlia- 
ment to interpoſe in the Matter, and to make 
ſome timely Proviſion, that thoſe Miſchiefs 
may be prevented, which a Neglect of this 
Nature, muſt nf oocafion 15 the Peo- 
ple of Great- Britain, a 

The Original of Reverb: Powir, prag. 
from this, that the whole Legiſlative Power 
l be always aſlembled, and the Nature 


9 


tat 


of Things requires of many Authorities, that 
they ſhould be acted o a  finglo Perſon, or 
at moſt, by a fx. 

All Executive Power beignahy is in the 
King, who not being able to perform every 
Function of State in his own Perſon, com- 
mits part of his Authority to other People, 
who repreſent him in the Courts of Juſtice, 
in his Armies, his Fleets, and his Revenues : 
And when the Executive Power is thus di- 
vided, if the publick Service require yet more 
Help, it is agreeable with the Conftitution, 
for the Leviharios Authority, to make a fur- 
ther Diviſion, and commit new Powers to 
other Perſons for the carrying on, or better 
Government of any particular Branch of Bu- 
ſineſs; the erecting New Companies with Pri- 
vileges under honeſt Management, have prov'd - 
very fortunate to many Nations, eſpecially 
where the People have a Share and Intereſt 
in the ſame; for next to a prudent Admint- 
firation, rather that Matters in Trade ſhould 
be carry'd'on according to/ their own Senti- 
ments and Direction; and many wiſe Lau- 
Givers, Rulers, and Directors of } Kingdoms and 
Common=wealths, have herein follow'd the 
Bent and Humour of the People, by which 
Means they are ſure to gain one main Point, 
chat is, either to have the A Fairs better ma- 
nag d, or to let the People ſee it could not 
be dab directed, by Officers of ther own 
my arid diam PI T0" enn 
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our Commerce, eſpecially the Fiſhery, is 
not to be recover d, but by Men of Sill Ae 
Conduct, to examine into the Advantages 
other Countries daily gain over us, and to 
fupply our Own Occaſions at Home; for 
which Reaſon in all Appearance, hardly any 
Perſon will have Weig be enough for ſo im- 
nt an Affair, a by the Encourage- 

ment of the whole Lee Authority. 

For in the well Government and Protection 
of the. H Iſbery, many things muſt perhaps 
be done, that may in ſome meaſure thwart 
the Intereſt of other Nations; and this un- 
grateful Office is perform'd more agreeably, 
at leaſt more unexeeptionable; when executed 
by Authority of Parliament, than by any 
4 5 Part 5 the Conſtitution; for ns Fore 
malities which paſs among Princes, are not 

expected from Aſſemblies, met to proceed in 
Bufineſs for their common e and Advan- 
Lage... 1 | 

The Company may be as a Guard and 
. atch, that the Affairs relating to the Fiſbery 
be not careleſſy overlook d, or neglected by 
our Miniſters Abroad; and that important 
Points of that Trade be not loſt for want of 
due Application, to aflert the I. nteref ams. 
Britain in Foreign Courts. 

They may be inform'd from time to time; 
by a Correſpondence with ſuch Miniſters, how 
the Nature of that Trade ſtands, and alſo 
11885 what Foot we deal wich the reſpective 


Nations, 


. 
Nations wherein they reſide, and our Br 
Fiſh are vendible; what Improvement may 
be made for the future? What Manufacture 
received among them? And what Commo- 
dities we import from other Countries, 


which might as well be furniſſied from Great- 


Britain? They might likewiſe prepare for 
the Parliament, a more regular and better di- 
geſted Scheme for the Employment of the 
Poor; and if thoſe were ſet to Work, as t 
might be in the Fiſhery, it would eaſe the 
Landed Gentlemen and others, advance our 
Manufactures, and in proceſs of Tune very 
much enrich the Kingdom. 

It has been all along a ſtrange Piece of 
Negligence in the People of Great- Britain 
and Jreland, that they have not taken Mea- 
ſures, at leaſt to ſhare with our Neigbbours 
the Dutch, in that immence Treaſure which 
Nature has enriched our Coaſt withal; and 
that will admit of but one Excuſe, chat for 
theſe laſt hundred Years, Wealth has flow'd 
in ſo faſt upon us, that we had no Occaſion 
to be more Induftrious: But the Cafe may 
be otherwiſe, and if we continue our Negli- 
gence of this Great Branch of Trade, we may 
expect further Incroachments, without being 
hereafter! in a Capacity to obtain Redrefs. 
Sir Walter Rawleigh ſets forth, that the 
Fiſhery turns ta Ten Millions per Ann. Profit 
tothe Hollanders; tho' it may not be fo much, 
yet ie 1 is b to any who * * 

into 
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into the Nature of their Trade; that it is very 


profitable to their Country, and is the Founda- 
tion of their Wealth. 

_. Theſe great Advantages are made. on our 
Coaſt, where formerly they did not fiſh with- 
out Licence under the Great Seal of England, 
which, till the latter End of the Reign of 
K. James I. they always procured before they 
began their Fiſhery ; but now they are ſo far 
from asking Leave, that they'll hardly ſuffer 
any Eng/iſh Veſſels to fiſh in Quiet when they 
happen to come among them. 

This Beneficial: Trade, which the Hollan- 
ders have often in their Edicts call'd the Gol- 
den- Mine of the Common-Wealth ; we firſt by 
Remiſineſs let them gain, and now they have 
in a Manner ingroſſed it, becauſe the South- 
Sea Company has hitherto neglected the ſame, 
and a publick Spirit has been wanting among 
others, by which this great Work might be 
broughr about; and ſome are ſo ignorant, 


as to be of Opinion, that it is not poſſible 


for us to have any Part with our Neighbours 
in this gainful Buſineſi. For it is alledged, 

that the Hollanders build cheaper than we; 
that their Seamens Wages are lower, that they 
live at leſs Expence, that the Intereſt of Money 
is higher here than there, that conſequently 
they can afford the Commodity at an eaſier Rate, 
and that he that ſells ee is ſure to 
ingroſs the Market. 7 


Theſe 
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Theſe are the Objections commonly made 
to any Proceedings upon this great Under. 
taking : But we can by no means admit theſe 
Alllegations to be true; on the contrary, we 
may build in many Parts as cheap per Tun 
as they can, the Goodneſs and Duration of the 
Timber and other Materials conſidered: And, 
as to the Wages, the Hollanders go all by way 
of Adventurer; and, I am well inform'd, our 
Seamen would willingly: proceed in he ſame 
Manner, as is now the Cusſtom in muy Parts 
of North-Britain; and as to Proviſion, we 
vidual our Fiſhing Veſſels in Scotland as cheap 
as they. For Peaſe, Butter, &c. they: > 
generally ſupplied from England, and as to 
che remaining Conſideration of Intereſt * 
Money, chat is low enough now with us. 
But ſuppoſe we ſhould #/þ five or ten pet 
Cent. dearer than the Dutch, for the firſt two 
or three Years; yet it may be proved, that, 
notwithſtanding ſuch a Diſadvantage, tis 
highly neceffary that the ſame ſhould be at- 
tempted by Great-Bri ain , and for the, Wh 
lowing Reafons. * 

The Dutch! trade into * Sound, all the 
Eaft-Country, Denmark, Ruſſia, Sweden and 
Germany, for near a Million Sterling every 
Year in Fiſb only, and we import from thoſe 
Parts in Naval Stores of all Kinds; and for 
Building about 400, ooo J. per Ann. for moſt of 
witch, we ſend out Money in Specte, or by 
| Exchange : And our Ships carry only 

4 *. Bang 
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* (Ballaſt, except a ſmall Quantiry of coarſe 
Moollen Goods and Salt. 

Now ſhould we ſend out Fiſh, it would 
-make the Ballance of Trade more equal be- 
tween us and thoſe Countries; becauſe then, 
-weſhould carry Fiſp thither inſtead of Money, 
and that F:/þ to coſt nothing but the Trouble 
of catching, befides the Curing, it becomes 
the Original Commodity of a Country, and in- 
cCreaſes the Exportations thereof. 

Suppoſe we ſhould % ſomething dearer 
than the Hollanders, yet this would be recom- 
penced to the People, collectively conſidered; 

5 the very Freight which would be obtained 

by the Shipping for our Northward and Eaft- 
Country Trade, which muſt otherwiſe go al- 
moſt empty; and this will hold good in re- 
lation to our Trade with France and other 
Places, where our Exportations bear no Pro- 
portion, at leaſt in Bulk, with our Importations, 
which might be in like manner e by 
the Fiſbery. 

A Nation that viſibly looks in the Ballance 
of Trade withany Country, will find little Help 
by laying Duties at Home, or by Probibitions 
which moſt commonly fructify one, by beget- 
ting another, and in all Appearance the beſt 
Courſe in ſuch a Caſe will be to endeavour to 
anſwer Importations from abroad, by Expor- 
tations of our own Product, and 8 are 
Grounds to think that the Fiſbery Trade, if it 

were * on, a encouraged, and 


well 


. 
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well ſettled, would ſet England right with 
moſt Countries where the Ballance is thought 
to lye againſt us. 

But 1 if ; t ſhould be made appear, that what 
coſt the Dutch Five Shillings, we may have 
for Two Shillings, and that we are not any 
ways obliged to i with the Inconveniency 
as they do, and cannot avoid; but in a quite 
different Manner art leſs Expence and Hazard; 
and if this be made out, moſt certainly all 
true Engliſhmen ought to contribute to ſer 
ſuch an Undertaking forward. „ 
The Dutch having no Fiſbery on their own 

Coaſt that is conſiderable, they are forced to 
ſend out every Vear above 200 Leagues from 
home; where they ſend Doggers, or Buſſes, 
from 70to 120 Tuns or upwards, with four- 
teen, fifteen, or more Men in each, with Pro- 
viſions for at leaſt three Months: And theſe 
Veſſels drive at Sea, and are forced to do all 
things aboard, Curing and Packing their Fiſb, 
mending and drying their Nets, &c. ſo that, 
conſidering the Expence of fitting out, the 
Ware and Tare, Provifrons and Wages every 
Barrel of Herrings coſt them, as they fall 
from the Nett abour fix Shillings per Barrel. 
Noa the Herrings being not only on our 

Coaſt, but in our Havens, Lakes and Bays, our 
Men that h, may lye in their own Beds on 
Shore, every Week or Night, and in Boats 
call'd three Men and five Men Cobles, 

2 W or * ready to take off — 


D 2 Fiſh 


[ 20 ] 
Fiſh to Cure and Pack, will catch as many 
Herrings in a Month, as a Dutch Dagger of 
100 Tons and fifteen Men ſhall do in two 
Months lying at Sea; and theſe Perſons with 
Cobles and Veſſels, being employ'd on the Coaſt 
by thoſe that will take the Fiſh off their 
Hands as they catch them, may deliver 
Herrings at 15. and 6 d. and ſometimes 15. 
per Barrel; which low Price of the prime Com- 
modity, muſt very ſoon, under a good Manage- 
ment, bring a fair Proporticn to Great-Britain 
of this gainful Trade. And this Advantage 
we have in the firſt Coſt, will be more than 
equivalent to any Advantage our Neighbours 
may have, in being able to Manufacture or 
improve the Commodity cheaper than we 
in ſome Particulars, which is hardly practi- 
cable,” becauſe we have Salt, Casks, Labour, 
and the Fiſb, at as cheap Rates as they. 
So that there ſeems only wanting to bring 
00 immence a Treaſure to Great-Britain, as the 
Herring Fiſhery would produce for the 
South-Sea Company, to appropriate a neceſſary 
Fund which by Authority of Parliament is 
granted them, toſer the Undertaking on Foot, 
or to give Encouragement to other Members 
under the Direction of a New Committee, or 
ſome other Company to proceed therein. 
The Commodity ſufficiently adde if 
chere were a Fund appropriated, by which we 
make Improvements; for it is fre- 
quenly-rhe Caſe, that for want of a * 
Ol 


1 
of Salt, Casks, and Shipping to carry the 
Fiſh to Foreign Markets, that Quantities of 
Fiſh taken, has been thrown away. —_ 
It is Matter of Admiration, that we ſhould- 
neglect ſuch a profitable Jewel lying at our 
very Doors, to induce our Neighbours to 
come and take it up at ſo great a Diſtance, 
with ſuch Inconveniency and extraordinary 
Expence; but this they have been encburag d 
to do by their low Intereſt of Money, natural 
Inclination to Trade, and our Neglect there- 
of; and undoubtedly we could not cope with 
them at any time in this Trade, if we were 
upon the ſame Footing with them, in all 
other Circumſtances relating to this Matter; 
that is to ſay, if we were to go and fi/þ upon 
their Coaſt with large Veſſels and Numbers of 
Men, and the ſame Proviſions as are neceſſary: 
But our Situation has made this Traſicł eaſy 
to us, and laid it at our Feet, if the South- Sea 
Company, or any other will vouchſafe to take 
WP e $1 661 | 
Upon which Account, our natural Advan- 
tage conſider d, he muſt be a very z:Calcu- 
lator who does not conclude, that a Company 
thus eſtabliſh'd, with the Sanction of the 
Goẽ,,jnment, may proceed upon this Under- 
taking, without any Fear of Loſs in the End; 
for where there is a great Diſproportion in 

the prime Coſt of a Commadity to be improv'd, 
as it appears in the preſent Caſe; it will ane 
{wer any Difference that may be in the In- 


tereſt 


| 92 1 | 
tereſt of Money, between one Country and 


another; ſo that if we can catch, cure, and 
pack Herrings upon the Whole, cheaper than 


dur Neighbours, it will more than anſwer 


the Difference that may be berween us and 
them on any other Account. 

80 great an Undertaking, does 2 
doubt, deſerve all due Encouragement; and 
ſome will perhaps be of Opinion, that it could 
have but little Succeſs, if the Legiſſative Au- 
thority ſhould not interpoſe, to direct, help, 
and encourage the whole Affair. 
In all Probability, Subſcriptions to carry 

on ſo great a Work, may be eaſily obtain'd, 
ſeparate from the — 8 — Stock, 
ſince the Company hath ſo firm an Exiſtence | 
in the Law, and a Conſtitution by Authority of 
Parliament to e them to een 
therein. 

And if ſuch Meaſures were taken, in order 
to ſecure this profitable Trade, Perſons of 
the firſt Note, greateſt Intereſt, and largeſt. 
Subſtance, would, no Doubt, crowd in to ſup» 
port and countenance the Afair, and by a 
proper Regulation for a time, keep the Shares 
and Actions from Stock-jobbing, which is too 
often the Bane of Mercantile Societies, by di- 
verting the Heads of ſuch as are concern d 
in the Management, from minding their 
Tyade and Buſineſi, and employing too much 
of * Ti ee r and Time . deer baſe 
32 41 Arts, 
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Arts, to advance the Price of the Shares, be- 
fore the Undertaking is umprov'd. 

And if it ſhould be apprehended, that aft 
fo long a Neglect, the preſent Powers belong- 
ing to the Company, would not be ſufficient 
to put their Affairs into ſuch a proper Diſpo- 
ſition, as to continue for ſome Duration of 
Time; it may be worth the Conſideration of 
ſuch as ſtudy the Good of the Nation, 
to reflect, whether it may not be adviſeable 
for the Publicł, by ſome Tax, to add 50,000 /. 
or more to the Company, or to the voluntary 
Subſcriptions: of private Perſons; for it may 
be apprehended, that without ſuch Erncour- 
agement, and as it were a. Foundation, the 
Company or private Perſons, may be loath to 
venture upon an Experiment, which has hi- 
therto diſcourag'd all their Anceſtors, by the 
ill Succeſs that has attended their Endea- 
vours; for the Matter will be difficult and 
expenſive at firſt, and perhaps above the 
Strength of particular Men, let them be never 
ſo well inclin'd, publish pirited, or deſirous 
to compaſs, What may be ſo laſting a Benefit 
to thei! Country ; eſpecially, conſidering they 
will have to deal with Competitors, who will 
uſe their urmoſt Efforts, and all manner of 

ns, to oppoſe, quaſh, and eren the 5 
Undertaking in its Infan ep. 

Suppoſe then, that the Publick ud con- 
tribute to ſuch an Undertaking 50,000 J. 
and. that the Company appropriate, or the 
Members, 


ED 


Members, or others, raiſe by Subſcription, FEFA 

more may be neceſſary. And admit, that by 0 

Conduct in the Beginning, or by being under- 

ſold in the Markets abroad, the Capital Stock 

ſhould be leſſen d for five Years 10,000 J. per 

Ann. Yet, if there be carry'd to the foreign 

Markets tor five Years only 100,000 J. per 

Annum Value in Fiſb, even then, I dare main- 

tain, that the collective Body of the Nation 

Wl will be confiderable Gainers, notwithſtanding 

| the .Company's preſent Loſs of 50, ooo l. for 

the Nation will get by Freigbt, by employing 

the Poor, by the Conſumption and Exporta- 

tion of the Commodity manufactur d and 

improv'd, ſhould the Undertakers ſuffer, 

' which is almoſt. impoſſible to conceive; it 

being an undoubred Maxim, that as a Coun- 

try may loſe where a | Merchant gets, ſo the 

Country. may get where the Merchant 

| looſes; but the Fiſhery may be; brought to 

yield a certain Profit, bork to the Country 

and Merchant ; for there are apparent Rea. 

ans to be given, why this Deſign ſhould be 

profitable, both to the Nation and the Ad- 

venturers; and if this Traſſiet can be com- 

paſs d and brought to Perfection, it will em- 

ploy the Poor, encreaſe our Shipping and Sea- 

men, advance our Exportations bring in more 

Species of Money, or hinder its Soing out. 
and taiſe e e * 3 Wige 
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But ſome People may be apprehenſive, thar 
ti ſet up the Herring Fiſhery, may interfere 
with the Hollander, and embroil us with our 
Neighbours ; but ſuch as have rightly con- 
ſider d of this Matter, know very Well, that 
there is Fiſh enough on the Britiſh Coaſt; if 
not in the Britiſb Seas, for both Nations; 
and our own Cities and great Towns would 
conſume. great Quantities, if the Fiſh were 
well cur d, and properly tent, or convey'd to 
them: according to their ſeveral Situations. 

The joint Endeavours of the governing 
Part in each Country, may ſo order it, that 
the People of both Dominions may enjoy this 
rich Gift of Nature, with that mutual Friend- 
hip and good Underſtanding, as ought al- 
ways to ſubſiſt, and be preſerv'd between Na- 
tions, which are now almoſt the _— re 
tors left of public Liberty. 

And he Toit be a very bad Engliſhman, 
who: would deſire to exclude that induſtrious 
Common-wealth from Trade, which is ſo 

incipal a Part of their Sub tante; et 1 
may be adviſeable and prudent for this 
try to enjoy a Share of it; eſpecially, ble th 
n Hand of Nature, and the Wants of 
other Places, afford ſufficient Matter to 1 8 
the Induſtrious of both Nations. 
Mumbers of Men, Tindisſtry, advanta 
Situation, good Ports, Sxill in Maritime A hire, 
with a good an]! Incume from the Sea] are 
9 5 aid RY R:ohes to a Country : But to 
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| whe. a Valve upon this, and to give Life * 


otion to the Whole, there muſt be a quick 
Stock running athong the People; and al- 


ways Where that Stock increaſes, the Nation 


grows ſtrong and powerful; and where it vi- 
fibly decays, public: Ruin generally follows: 
Money and Credit naturally help each. other; 


Money is the Foundation of Credit, and where 


Credit obtains, Money will circulate the bet- 
ter, and leſs will ſerve. 

The well eſtabliſhing the Fiſhery will 
therefore very much conſiſt in the Meaſures 
that ſhall be taken to reſtore the Credit and 
Advantage thereof. 

As that increaſes, it will being out Money 
to circulate, which will be no longer hoard- | 
ed, when ſomething is ſet up in its Room, 
that in common Eſtimation will be of greater 
Value, which it will be by producing a Di- 
vidend of more than legal I. — 

To contrive for the Publick, and promote 
the Common Good, ought not only to be the 
Care of thoſe to whom the Adminiſtration of 
Afﬀairs is committed, but all Tee Perſons 
ſhould bend their Study the ame way; and 
whoever has receiv'd any Lights, either from 
Nature, Education, or Experience, ought to 


communicate it for the Good of his Coun- 


try, as he who has gather ' d any w/eful Obſer- 
vations, by contemplating the Growth and 
Fall of Monarchies and States, and by weigh- 


| Ing the different Events of wiſe and Faoliſb 


Councils, 
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Councils, ſhould publiſh them for che Good 
of others; ſo they whoſe Underſtanding 
move in a lower Sphere, and have employ d 
the beſt of their Time and Thoughts in conſi- 
dering the Revenues, Trade, and common Bu- 
fineſs of a Kingdom, if they have gain'd any 
Knowledge, either by Study or Practice, 
ſhould offer it to the Publick, ſince thereby, 
at leaſt, they may furniſh Materials, and 
give ſome Hints for more able Heads and 
Hands to improve upon their Notions, for 
the Benefit of his Native Country, | 
Many may imagine, they owe no more to 
wow Country, chan to fight in its Defence, 
o pay the Prince his Dues, to be juſt to one 
0 ee obedient to the Laws, charitable in 
relieving and viſiting the Afflicted: Tis true; 
theſe are Vertues, with which, if a Majority 
of the People are not addicted to, the Go- 
vernment muſt run into immediate Confuſion; 
but a great deal more than all theſe Vertuas is 
neceſſary to make a Country flouriſh. 
Upon theſe Grounds and Principles, it is 
offer d to the public Confideration, whether 
it may not be adviſeable, and for the Intereſt 
of Great-Britain, to promote the carrying 
on the Fiſhery, ſettled by the Leg:flative Au- 
thority in als South-Sea Company; and to 


give them ſuch further Encouragement, as 
ſhall be thought fair, juſt, and e wy 


be united Wi dom of the Nation, Pg” 


wn. 
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At may be objected, that the Fiſhery having 
been ſo long carry d on by the . Dutch, it. 
will be impracticable to eſtabliſh. that Com- 
merce to any Advantage to ourſelves: But. 
give me Leave to remind you, how our 
Wool was formerly carry'd abroad, manu- 
factur'd there, and, when wrought into 
Chth, ſold us; yet by proper Meaſures taken, 
we have regain' Athat noble Branch of Ti rade, 
by: the following Method. 
ing Henty VII. was the Geſ e chat 
put the Engliſd upon the Thought of manu- 
Jaclurimg their cän M ooll; he had been a 
kind ofa Refugee in the Court of his Aunt the 
Dutcheſs of Hurgundy, being forc'd to make 
his Eſcape from Bretagne, Where he firſt har- 
bour'dz While there, he had an Opportunity 
toes, as well: as bear, of the mighty Increaſe. 
and Improvement of the Commerce of thoſe. 
Countries; how. populous their Cities, how - 
rich their Burghers, how great their Mer 
chants; how all the People were buſy and 
employ'd; hardly a Child above five Years 
old. but could 12 ſomething to gain his 
Bread; and particularly, it could not eſcape 
his Obſervation, that all this Wealth, all this 
Employment of the People, depended entirely. 
n the Supply of the Materials, viz. the 
9000. and the Fuller s-Earth from England; 
chat ee Pact of cheir own Wooll- 
in the whole Country: And if chat Source 
ſhould 7 12 Accident be ſtap' d, they would 
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be all ruin d; has Trade would be at a full 
Stop, and, in a Word, that the Manufacture 
could not be carry d on without it. To a 
Prince of ſuch Penetration as he was, it could 
not but occur after he came to the Crown, 
that certainly England was much in the 
Wrong, to let their Wooll go out of the Coun- 
try thus znmanufaftur'd, and to let Strangers 
be made rich by the working of it, while his 
own People fate idle and unemploy'd, and, 
conſequently, the Poor ſtarving. 
That, without doubt, where the Prinethals. 
and Materials of the Manufacture were only 
to be had, there Nature ſeem'd to direct the 
making of the Manufacture itſelf, and there 
to be wrought to the greateſt Advantage; 
that, at leaſt, it would be a Profit to his own 
Kingdom, and that he could ſee no Reaſon, 
why that Advantage ſhould be given away; 
therefore he reſolv d, that if he could pre- 
vent it, Strangers ſhould no longer eat the 
Bread out of the Movths of his own Sub- 
. jects. 
I need not enter ries into the N 
Meaſures that the King took to put this hap- 
py Reſolution of his into Execution; tis 
enough to mention it here, that in Purſuit of 
theſe Obſervations, he immediately ſet about 
the Work, apply'd himſelf to the finding 
out proper Inſtruments for the carrying it on, 
and to ſet the Manufacture of Wool] on Foot 
in : ſeveraLParts 11 his Kingdom. W 5 * 
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1 
But without entring hiſtorically into Par- 
Gculars of this Kind, which would be too 
tedious, tis ſufficient to mention the anxi- 
ous Care of this Prince for the Proſperity of 
his People, which has been follow'd with 
ſuch glorious Succeſs, that the Example is 
perfectly adapted to fire the Breaſt of any 
ſucceeding Monarch, who defires the Good of 
his Subjects with the ſame paternal Warmth, 
for the general Improvement of their Trade 
and to this End I mention it thus, as ad- 
dreſs'd to the Supreme Power of the Britiſh 
Government, and at this time too, becauſe, be- 
ing aſſur d that his preſent Majeſty has the 
ſame Ardour and Affection, the ſame In- 
clination, and the Advantage of a much 
greater Fund of Wealth; a knowing Miniſtry 
and Power, for the Wer the Intereſt of 
his People. 
Tho' King Henry aQted with a Vigour be- 
coming a Prince, and one that knew how to 
Execute, as well as how to Reſolve, for the 
Advantage of his own Dominions; yet he 
knew withal, that it was an Attempt of ſuch 
a Magnitude, as well deſerv'd the utmoſt Pru- 
gence. and Caution; that as it was not attemp- 
ted raſhly, ſo it was not to be puſh'd with 
too much Warmth, tho' he did not fail to 
encourage his People in working and manu- 
fatturing; and, at a conſiderable Expence, ſe- 
cretly procur'd a great many Forergners, who 
were Lara ch skill'd in 12 Mani facture, to 
come 
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corne over and inſtruct his own People here 
in their Beginnings; yet he did not immedi- 
ately prohibit the exporting Mooll to the 


Flemmings, neither did he, till ſome Years af- 


ter, load the Exportation of it with any more 


Duties than he had before. 4 

Upon this Foot, I ſay, this prudent Prince 
went on by Meaſures perfectly well conſulted, 
and particularly adapted to the End which 
he aim'd at; and tho' he did once pretend to 
ſtop the Exportation of Wooll, he conniv'd at 
the Breach of his Order, and afterwards took 
off the Prohibition intirely, leaving the Suc- 
ceſs of the Undertaking to the Induſiry of 


his People, whom he perceiv'd, to his great 
Satisfaction, went on with Courage and Chear- 


Fulneſs, improv'd daily, and did at laſt entire- 
ly carry the Trade from the Flemmings by the 
mere Courſe of 'Things. 


In this Manner the Manufacture began, 


and thus gradually increas d; nor was it 
much leſs than One Hundred Years before 
England came to ſuch Perfection, as to be able 
to claim the Property of it to themſelves, and 


to prohibit the Exportation of the M ooll which 


was not effectually done, till the Spaniards 
Tyrany under the Duke D' Alva, finiſh'd the 
Ruin of the Netherlands, by driving the Dutch 


into a Common-wealth, to caſt off intirely the 
Spaniſh Government, and by forcing. the Pro- 
teſtant Flemmings, who were indeed the chiefeſt 
n to take Shelter in England, 


where 


if; 3 2 TJ | . n 
where they were immediately encourag'd to 
ſet up all ſuch Species of the ManufaBtures, 
1 which were not erected before that time. 
That ir was from the Vear 1489, when 
h King Henry began to encourage the Manu- 
facture in England, to the Year 1587, when 
Queen Elizabeth may be ſaid to ſee it arrive 
to great Perfection. 


It is worth obſerving have; in how Ste: 4 1 


time the Queen did fully ſtop the Expor- 
zation of Wool, which ſupported the Manu- 
Facture in Flanders, the Commerce of England 
ſpreact into the remoteſt Parts of the known 
World, and carry'd it into every Part which 
the Flemmings had ſupply d before, as well as 
many Places where they had not traded. 
The Dutch, who were erected into a ſeparate 


7 State, under Queen Elizabeth's Pratection, 


and who break off from the Flemmings, . 
that is, from the bk pantards, had no Commerce 
with them; medica not with Manufacturing, 
but apply d themſelves to Fiſhing and foreign 
Merchandixe, and having before a very great 
Correſpondence by their Rivers, via. rhe Maeſe, 
the Rhine, and other Rivers into Germany, 
they naturally apply d to England for Moollen 
Goods, which they had formerly been ſup- 
ply'd with from Nlanders, and were, as we 
call them, our firſt Cuſtomers from abroad. 
The Queen, heartily: engag'd in the Inte- 
reſt of her People, and particularly <fpouling 
| her Merchants, ſent n Embuſſyes wit 
* is | ſplendid 


\ 
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ſplendid Retinues, and in the moſt honoura- 
ble Manner, for opening the Sluices of Trade 
for. her, Subjects, to the great Duke, Em 2 


peror of Ruſſia; Great Mogul, King of 


Perjia, and to every other Place where her 
enterprizing Subjects | deſir d her; for it 
was at that time an aſpiring Age, and the 


_ Engliſh Merchants encreas'd their Number 


of Ships, and extended their Commerce. 4 
\ Under her Majeſty's Conduct, and by her 
particular Encouragement, her fortunate Na- 
vigators, her Merchants and other Adventurers 
began to ſhew themſelves not only experi- 


enc'd in, but Patrons and Am rovers of Na- 


Vigation, beyond. all the Traders of t 

World ; they ranged the- Seas, having then 
no Rivals; ſearching the Globe for Piſebere, 
planting Colonies, and, ſettling Faetories in 


frany Parts of the World. 


y the Queen's Management i in prohibiting 


A. Exportation of Wool, the Woollen Manu- 


atture in the Netherlands receiv'd its fatal 


Wound; the Spaniſh Cruelty ſcattef d the 


chief Workmen, and the Probibition ſtary'd 
them that were left, for having n no more Wool, 
the Work irſelf ſtop d at once, 2nd the Trade 
expir'd and dy'd.; nor has it been able ſince 
then to revive. . Thus the Flemings were im- 
poveriſh'd, grew poor, diſpers d and fled; 
their great Cities, ſuch as Antwerp, a, 
1 7 and other Places waſted, and decay d; 
10 People: went awa into other Parts to 
: - fee 
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Teek Peace and Employment ; the populous 
Towns became thin of Inhabitants, compar'd 
to what they were, aud the new eſtabliſh'd 
Common-wealth of Holland became Rich and 
Numerous out of their Ruins. 
The People who remain d, apply by 
other Works, fuch as Lace, Linen, and 
ticularly fine Thread, Cambrichs, and w wy 
ever elſe offer d; for i it muſt be own'd, they 
are a moſt induſtrious r | 
They are now further reduc'd in their 
Bounds by the French, who have taken from 
them the whole Province of Artois, and great 
Part of Flanders and Hainault, and ef cially 
the Port. of Dunkirk, and the reat Cities of 
Arras, Cambray, Doway, Liſle, St. Omers, 
and many others ; ſo that the remaining Part, 
Which is now call'd the Netherlands, is but 
ſmall, compar 'd to what it was; and their 
Trade is chiefly confin'd to the Merchandiz- 
ing Part, which they carry on by the River 
navigable with Holland on one ſide, and with 
France on the other, and by the Manufacture 
beforemention'd, of Lace, Linen, Cambrich, 
and Thread ; but as to Yeolen Goods, they 
ate oblig'd to buy them of the Engliſh, ro 2 
whom they formerly ſold them. 
And as Nature has given us Fiſh on our 
Coaf, as ſhe did the Yoo! on our Land, but 
much eaſier is it to be manag'd; ſo no Power 
mould rival or obſtruct us, in eſtabliſhing the 
Fiſbery. We are _ in a King, as 1 


ful, 
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ful, good, and kind to his Subject, as King 
Henry VII. and a Apes een as prudent, diſcreet, 
and wiſe as Queen El:zabeth, and under their 
auſpitious Reigns, what may we not deſire 
reaſonably, but expect. 
So much has been already written upon 
the Benefit of the Fiſbery, to be a Nurſery for 
Seamen, for employing the neceſſitous Poor, 
extending our Commerce, encreaſing Shiping, 
raiſing the Value of Land, and other Advan- 
tages; that it e induc'd the paſſing of 
the late Ad of Parliament for Eftabliſhment 
of the South-Sea Company, to carry on this 
reat and beneficial Undertaking, as by the 
Slowing Clauſe in their ASfully appears. 
And for as much, as nothing can more 
« conduce to the Encreaſe of Strength and 
« Riches of this Kingdom, and breeding able 
« Seamen' to ſerve her Majeſty, as well in time 
* of War as Peace, than the preſerving and 
<« enlarging the Fiſhery of this Realm: Be 
te it therefore enacted by the Authority afore- 
« ſaid, that it ſhall and may be lawful, for 
< her Majeſty, her Heirs, and Succeſſors, in, 
ce and by her Letters Patents of Incorpora- 
«. tion, or by any other Letters Patents under 
te the Great Seal of Great- Britain, to direct 
« a Stock, to conſiſt of Twenty Shillings 
«« upon every Hundred Pound of the Capital 
“ Stock, of the ſaid intended Company, to 
„ be rais d by the Members 4 in Pro- 
80 portion to their Stock at ſuch Time, and 
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F * ſuch Manner; as her Majeſty, her Heirs, 
% and Succeſſors, by ſuch Letters Patent, 
* ſhall think fit and direct, ſo as no other of 
de her Majeſty's Subjects be thereby excluded 
from the Fiſhing-Trade ; the ſaid Stock td 
be kept a- part, and always imploy d in the 
” improving, enlarging, and carrying on the 
fe Fiſhery of this Realm, or other Fiſhery, 
ff for the Uſe and Benefit of the Members of 
the ſaid Company, i in Proportion to their 
Stock; provided always, and 'be ir further 
& enacted, That no Money ſhall be call'd in 
* from the Members of the ſaid Corporation 
* to be 'eretedgpp Purſuance of this Act, far 
* carrying on The Fiſhery, or other Trade 
hereby granted, but by che Order and Di- 
* reCtion of a General Court to be call'd for 
that Purpoſe; and whereof there ſhall be 
© at leaſt fourteen Lays Notice it che Ga- 
ITE. . 
And for 8 51 the faid Power for 


4 etaliſhing the Fiſbery, no] Time can be 
' to proper as now, while we are at Peace 


with our Neighbours; ; and more efpecially, 
Hnce our Salt is made of the ſamè Nature 
and * as chat which'! is us d by the 


. Dutch. 


The laying a ſmall Ton Rock-Salt ex- 
ported, and on every Salt-Pan for a few 
ears, to be annually paid, to raiſe a Fund, 
ts propos 'd to be 0 che South Sea Com 
- 3-3 OG * pany, 
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pany, or added ta Subſcriptions, would effe- 
ctually eſtabliſh this noble Undertaking ; and 
as the Salt Proprietors would reap a ſeparate 
ind a very confiderable Profit by this Branch 
of Trade, they might be willing, as it would, 
or might be made their Intereſt, chearfully 
ro concur” therein. | 
Thus it appears, by the foregoing Reaſons 
that an unforc'd' and natural Improvement 
may be made to our Wealth'and Subſtance ; and 
tis upon ſuck Occaſions the Legiſlative Power 
ſhould to good Effect interpoſe, to Five En- 
couragement With Care, and Wiſdom, and 
eſtabliſh their CharaFergrtofurure. Generations, 
For it may have been fot want of ſuch a 
| 7. ax and Fund, or ſome other ſuch Encour- 
agement, to lay a Foundation as herein pro- 
pos'd, that the ſeveral Patents, Charters, and 
Acls of Parliament already paſs'd for the 
Encouragement of the Fiſhery, have not had 
the defir'd Succeſs; for the Coaſt of Great- 
Britain yields a continual Sea-Harveſt of 
Benefit, to fuch as dili ently apply them- 
ſelves to the Fi/hing-Trade. 

The Summer-Fiſhing. for FI Eg 
eth about Midſummer, and laſteth ſome part 
of Auguſt ; the Winter Fiſhing for Herrings, 
laſteth from September to the middle of No- 
_ vember ; both which extend from the North 

of Scotland to the "Thames-mouth, 
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The Fiſhing for Cod at Alanby, Workington, 
and Yþitehaven, near the Coaſt of Lancaſhire 
from £Eafer, untill Whitfantide, 

The Fißbing for Hake at Fiſcard and other 
Places between Wales and 1 reland, from 

Whufont4ge to St. Fames's-tide. 

I be Fiſhing for Cod on the I, pur of 
Ireland, frequented by thoſe of Piſcay, Gali- 
cia, and Portugal, from the Beginning of 
April to the End of Tune. 

The FHiſbing for Cod and Ling on the North 
and Nerth-Eaft of Ireland, _—_ Chriſtmas 
: untill Michaelmas. 

The Fiſhing of Pilchards on the-Weſt-Coaft 
of England, from St. Fames s Day untill 
Mzichgelmas, - 

1 Filbing for Cad and Ling upon the 
North-Eaft — Exlend. from a until! 
Midſummer. 

The Fiſhin nb of great Staple-Ling, and o- 
ther Sorts of lying about the 5 nds of 
Scotland, and in the ſeveral Parts of the 
Britiſh-Seas, all the Vear. | 

Our of theſe infinite Swarms and Shoals 
of - Fiſh on his Majeſty's Seas, the Herring, 
| Cod, and Ling taken b 
ther Strangers, were computed by the moſt 
experieno'd Authors, even when they had not 
half their preſent Number of Fyſoing-Buſſes, 
to amount, Communibus Annis, to no leis a 
Sum, than Ten Millions of Pounds Sterling; ; 
and in Anno 1669, by the Accounts taken in 

Holland, 


y the Dutch, and 0- 


Holland, it appear d, beſides their Inland Fiſb- 
ing, 450,000 Dutch Men were then main- 
tain'd by Fiſhing, and the Trades depending 
thereon. „% > fat fo be 
Now, if fo many People in Holland, which 
is but 180 Miles in Circuit, can ſubſiſt by 
Fiſhing on our Coaſt, how vaſt a Trade and 
Commerce would a full Fiſhery in Great- 
JJ | Oe en 4 
The Herrings uſually taken by 500 Buſes, 
will yearly afford his Majeſty, for Cuſtom 
on Commodities return'd for Fiſb, about 
60,000 J. and the Produce of fuch Herrings, 
taken without the Expence of any Foreign 
Commodities, being added to that of the au, 
exported Products and Manufactories of theſe 
_ Kingdoms, will much exceed the amount of 
all our Annual neceſſary Imports, and cauſe 
ſuch an Over-Ballanc? of Trade, as will turn 
the Scale in our Favour, ſtop the Export of 
our Money, and oblige our foreign Chapmen 
to ſend us Bullion, to make good the Dif- 
The Want of Seamen, in time of War, 
at once to Man our Navy, and Navigate our 
Merchantmen and Colliers is detrimental to 
England, more than the Charge of a War itſelf; 
for the Men of War and Merchant Ships re- 
quire many Seamen and breed few; the Col- 
zers indeed bring up feveral Apprentices, but 
generally imploy near as many as they 
make. ll h nne S 


. 3 
The great Nurſery of Seamen is the Fiſhery, 
where each Bu, would bring up about Six, 
Eight, or Ten every Year ; nor is their Value 
inferior to their Numbers; many brave Offi- 
cers have been train d up in that School, for 
the Fiſbermens Buſineſs, where our Dangers: 
are; makes them know how the Sands ſbift, 
and where the Rocks..and Shelves gare, and 
conſequently, moſt able Coafters and admira- 
, ĩ 
* King Charles the Second well knowing, 
theſe and many other Advantages would ac- 
crue | to the Nation from a well govern' 
Fiſhery, and that a Company with a joint 
Stock, was abſolutely neceſſary and requiſite 
to carry on the ſame, was pleas'd in the 29th 
Year of his Reign, to Ro San, ſeveral Per- 
ſons, by the Name of The Royar-FisHtery 
of England; thereby alſo giving and granting 
unto the ſaid Company and their Succeſſors, di- 
vers beneficial Claufes, Powers, Privileges, 
and Immunities, in order for the well Govern: 
ment of the ſaid Company, and Management 
of their Afairs. FER 
+ Whereupon,. abdut 10, 00 J. being ſub- 
ſcribed, the n and in three 


Weeks Voyage, one of their Doggers brought 
| their ſmall 


them in Thirty Thouſand Cod, an 

Craft in Proportion. : 

But the Dutch and the Spaniards being en- 

gag d ina Var with France, the French ſeiz d 
the Veſſels and Goods of the Company, as 
1 | Ditch: 


+ 
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Dutch, being ſome, or moſt of them were' 
Dutch-built and man d,, which Loſs, by reaſon. 
the Compa ay s Stock was much too ſmall for 
ſo great an Undertaking, check'd the Company's 
Progreſs, and prevented the Benefit that may 
be attain'd now in time of Peace; and for 
Encouragement to promote this Great Work, 
I ſhall inſert the Words I find in Lex Mer- 
Catoria, fo. 112. 
« Now to ſhew, ſaith he, wha the Charge 
of a Buſs will be with all her Furniture, 
« as Maſts, Sails, Anchors, Cables, and with 
« all Fiſhery Implements and Appurtances at 
« the firſt, providing all New, ſhe carrying 
15 between 30 and 40 Laſt, will coſt 500 J. 
ce and may continue twenty Years with ſmall 
«* Reparations ; but the yearly Ware and Tare 
ce of her Sazls, Tackle, Ropes, and Netts, may 
« coſt 80/. and the whole Charge for the 
keeping her at Sea, for the whole Summer, 
« or three Voyages for the filling of an 100 
ce Laſt, for cop or Barrels, viz. 


cc 


J. | 

« 100 Laſt of Barrels - WE, Hundred Laſt of 88 
6 Salt | 18 flill'd and ſold for 10 J. p. Laſt, 
Beer „ .in ii . ies 37- 

« Bread 21 Deduct Charge 335 4 
46 > ad Bike 1 5 3 55 ; * 
Feaſe and Bikets 26 ren 6 L- 
e * 
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© By which it plainly appeareth, that 66 57 
© is gain'd ih one Summer, whereof you de- 


duct 1007. for the wearing of the Ship, and 


the reparation of their Nerts againſt the 
next Summer, yet ſtill there is 565 J. re- 


* maining for one Year; rating the Herrings 


c ſold at but 10 J. per Laſt, which are com- 

% monly diſpos'd of by the  Hollanders at 

« Dantzick 15 to 07 per Laſt. 8 
All Materials for a Fiſhery may be had as 


155 cheap, if not cheaper with us, than can be 


obtain d by the Duteb; to the Credit of faid 
Account may be added, the great Encourage- 
ment to a Company intituled to a Drawback. 

Salt; the Dateb are oblig'd to fetch from 
Fance and Portugal, and Rock-ſalt from Eng- 
tavid, with Coal to uſe in refining the fame; 
10 that we can have Salt much cheaper than 
they, and our Salt is of ſo noble a Quality, 
that it will remove all thoſe Miſchiefs, which 
at preſent in che Fiſhery have Relation thete- 
to. 

Heretofore the Hamburgers us 4 alſo to 


ß for Herrings with Buſſes, but being yearly 
frozen up one Month longer than the Butch, 
they 2 — 3 that Diſadvantage only, beaten 


out of the 
Now the . of Great. Britain are bold; 
the Coaft Highland and eaſily diſcover'd; ſe- 


veral of our Epe nde oppoſite to France 


and Holland, make eddy Bays, whoſe Depth 
of Water is notſhallow; as ſix, eight, or twelve 
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Fathom; 


FS 


Fathom ; the Tides, on our Coaſt, are-ſmaYj 


and Anchor hold, generally , Clay, Chalk 

or hard Gravel; ſo that we. need not drea 
Winter Storms: Beſides the Advantage of ly- 
ing in a moderate Climate, and in the very 
Centre of the Trade of Europe, affords us Op- 
portunity of ſending to Foreign Markets from 
divers of our Ports, at all S$ea/ons of the 
Year ; but the Coaſt of Holland lies extream 
low, and conſequently, is more ſubject to be 
hazey and foggy, hath many Shoals and Sands, 
ſome of which lye ſo far off at Sea, that many 
times Ships are ſtranded before they ſee Land. 
Their Ports likewiſe are often cheat d up 
with Quick Sands, which makes it dangerous 
for all large Ships to approach tgem. 
Their Havens are alſo. commonly frozen 
h ſome Months together, and a North-Weſt 
Mind, generally blowing the greateſt Part of 
the Year, makes Holland a Lee, and England 
a Weatber-ſhore ; ſo. that many times, whilſt 
they lie Vind- bound, or frozen up at home, 
we might ſupply the Markets abroad, as well 
as furniſh ourſelves with Fife at home in-all 
gur great Cities and Towns, where the ſame 
would be much efteem'd and well receiy d. 
It may be faid, the Dutch are already ſet- 
tled in the F tſhery ; io they Were, in Py⁊i ns 


our Cloths, as were the Flemmings in the 


Moollen Manufacture; and not many Years 
ago, we imported Silk-Itochings from che Le- 
want, as alſo Glaſs from Fenice; yet now the 
bvoiqtut G 2 1 Caſe 


— 
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Caſe is alter'd, and we export the faid Com- 
modities to thoſe Parts. 
It has been alſo alledg'd, chat other Na- 
tions, particularly the Butch, are more la- 
borious, and better able to Fh than the Eng- 
1%, at which I much wonder, ſeeing our 
Men do daily run greater Hazards, and ſuffer 
greater Hardſhips in other Voyages than in 
Fiſhing: And for hard Labour; certainly the 
working in Coal. Mines, the Keelmen at Ner- 
caſtle, and Cl ebers at London, is Labour 
beyond that of a Fiſbing-Buſi: And the Engliſb, 
Seoteh and Triſh live as hard as any Dutchman 
can, or will do, conſidering they work more. 
And as to the Genius of our People, it is 
remarkable, that ſuch Boys and Country-fel-. 
Tows, as at Yarmouth, Scarborough, and other 
Sea. Ports, when they are once hired into the 
Fiſhery, and come to feed on the Fiſb they 
cateb, which for Variety and Delicacy, being 
freſh taken, is a Feaft beyond what is to be 
had on Shoar, it improves them at ſuch a 
Rate, that of weal Striplings at Land, they 
come to be hardy, Hout, and healthful Men, 
and upon Tryal, find it ſo much to their 
Liking, that not one in twenty, but continue 
therein. 
It may be reckoi d, Tas Thouſand Five 
Hundred Perſons in a whole Year, are hardly 
able to make a Number of Nerts, only for 
Five Hundred Buſſes, and it may be obſerv d, 
on 5 hath 3 waſte and much un- 
improv d 
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improv'd Lands, therefore conclude, we ſhall 


want Hands, 

But be pleas'd to conſider, that, the fuller 
Employment for Hands we have, 1s the beſt 
Way to get more: That in England, the 
Taxes for the Poor amount to more than the 
Revenue of ſome of the neighbouring Coun- 
tries; whereby it is evident, what great Num- 
bers of Beggars and idle Perſons now live upon 
the Publick, without Return of Labour for 
their Bread: Conſider likewiſe, of how eaſy 
a Nature the Gainful Buſineſs of the Fiſhery 
is; little Boys and Girls may do the Work of 
ſpinning Twine, even the Lame, the Weak, 
and the Aged of both Sexes, may fit and earn 
their Livelihoods in braiding and making Netts, 
and in picking Oakum, &c. Nay, the very 
Blind may gain Subſiſtance, by turning Wheels, 
and you'll have Reaſon to conclude, that were 
our own Poor ſet to work, we ſhould not 
long need to have our Netts made or mended 
at Enchuyſen in Holland. And as a conſtant 


Employment of ſuch Poor will be a continual . 


Eaſe and Comfort to them, by amuſing and 
diverting them from thinking of their Pover- 
ty, or other Miſery, ſo it will ſave the Nation 


everal Hundred Thouſand Pounds per Annum 


in Taxes'and Charities to the Poor; the em- 
ploying them, will, in ſome Meaſure, be a 

Re- peopling of us too, by adding ſo ane 
| B to the Service of the Publick. 
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Nor need we fear, but many Thouſands of 
Engliſh, Scotch, and Iriſh Mariners, and others 
that ſexve gur Neighbours, will return home, 
when ſo certain an Employment is ſet on 
Foot here, who will be able to catch, cut, 
pack, ſalt and cure Fiſb for us, as they us'd 
to do for them, and conſequently teach 
_ + Should Hands be wanting to manage the 
Fiſhery, the Parliament can eafily make good 
that Defect, by enacting, that all fuch ſingle 
Perſons by the Statutes of 43 Eliz. 2. 1 Fac. 
25. 2 Fac. 28. the 3 Car. 4, and other Acts, 
the Churchwardens and Overſeers of the 
Poor, are empower d to put out Apprentices, 
together with all ſuch others as ſhall be put 
out Apprentices by any Corporattons, or other 
Charities, upon due Requeſt made by them, 
who ſhall carry on a Fiſhery, --- ſhould by 
ſuch Churchwardens and Overſeers, or by a 
Juſtice of Peace, be bound Apprentice for Se- 
ven Years, to learn one of the Two and Thirty 
Trades, that relate to the Fiſhery, and for 
whom, it will be their Maſters Intereſt, to 
adapt the ſobereſt and beſt Workmen of 
each Trade, according to their Genius. 
Now ſuch Aprentices in the Fiſbing Seaſon 
being employ'd at Sea, and working at other 
times aſhore, at one of the Two and Thirty 
 Trrges. relating to the Fiſhery, to which they 
may be bound, when their Time is aut, will 
be able to get their Livelihoods at Sea or 3 
I . an 


YE 


and be an additional Strength to the Nation, 
upon any Emergency. 


To conclude, we may eaſily aflert and f 


maintain the juſt Right and Title, Providence 


| hath given his Majeſty to that richer Gold 


Mine, than what both Indies afford, the Fiſhery 
of the Britiſb and Iriſh Seas, and that with- 


out quarreling with our Nei l bours; ; for by 


a frugal Management of Afﬀairs, we may 
ſoon become perfect in the Fiſhing Trade. 
And we have Reaſon to believe, our great 
and good King, who ſtudies the Welfare of 
his Kingdoms, will contribute all neceſſary 


Aſſiſtance to a Work, that in ſo great a Mea- 


ſure, will extend our Trade and encreaſe our 
Wealth, fo often attempted, and heartily 
| wiſh'd for by his Predeceſſors. And what rea- 
ſonable Encouragement may we not expect 
from his Majeſty and Parliament, fince in the 
Preamble of many Acts of Parliament it is 
declar d. . 

« That the publick Honour, Wealth, and 
te Safety of this Realm, as well in the Main- 
<« tenance of Trade and Support of Naviga- 
« tion, as in many other Reſpects, both in a 
4 high Degree, depend upon the Improvement 
« and Encburagement of the Fiſhery, &c. 
If Ichave not ſufficiently prov'd, that the 

Fiſhery lies fairer for us than the Dureb, and 


our Embarking therein, the only Means to 
obtain the Balance of Trae, or not fully 
| aue all material Objections to thè cun- 


trat, 


. 
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traty, I ſhould be glad to know it, to endea- 


vour to obviate the ſame. In the Intrim, I. 
may venture to affirm, that the Fiſhery being 
carried on, is of an abſolute, — — 


Neceſſity, as well as a ſenſible Advantage to the 
Well-Being, both of King and People; and 


therefore hope, the South-Sea Company will 


think it their Intereſt, as well as Buſineſs to 


proceed in this beneficial Trade of the Her- 
ring Fiſhery, or encourage the Eſtabliſn- 


ing of the Royal-fiſhery, or ſome other 


Company, to carry on this Noble Undertaking, 


by appropriating or calling in one per Cent. 


on their Capital Stock, as the Act directs; and 


on failure of any particular Member being i 


concern'd, there's no doubt of its being ſup- 
ply'd by Members of other Companies, de- 
firous to promote their own Intereſt, and 
that of their Country: For in the Year 1719 
and part of 1720, there ſeem'd to be no Spi- 
ric or Reſolution wanting in the People of 
Great-Britain, to advance Money to ſet on 
Foot, and carry on this uſeful Branch of 
Trade; but the various, and almoſt number- 
leſs Schemes, to raiſe Money for other Pur- 
poſes, calculated only for the ſeparate Ad- 
vantage of a few deſigning Perſons; gave juſt 
Occaſion for the Legiſlative Power to inter- 
or. and paſs an A# for Aſſurance of Ships, 
and for, Reſtraining ſeveral Extravagant 

and Unwarrantable Practices therein men- 


van be commonly call'd the Bubble Act. 
| Which 


a : 
| Which had its good Effect in putting a Check 
to the imaginary Views of Adventurers; and 
by the Impoſitions that appear'd in the Con- 
duct of the Directors of the South-Sea Com- 


pony. and Managers of ſeveral Corporations 
an 


Societies; the Fiſhery and many other uſes 


| ful Undertakings became-alſo neglected, for 


fear of incurring the Penalties in the ſaid 
Act; tho' it can't be ſuppos'd, any Court of 


Juſtice would apprehend the Eſtabliſhing the 


Fiſhery in an effectual Method hy any Corpora- 
tion, to be an extravagant and unwarran table 
Practice, which I conceive, that Act was only 


intended againſt; and not the carrying on the 
Fiſhery, of any uſeful Branch of Trade, all 
uſeful Undertakings being excepred, by © 


Clauſe in the faid AR. Provided that nothing 


5 
- * 9 * ? 


in the faid AF ſhould extend to prohibit, or 


reſtrain the carrying on of any home- or foreign 


Trade in- Partnerſhep, in ſuch Manner as hath 
been hitherto 2.5 and may be legally done, 
according to | x 
Force: And T 549 + That nothing in the AA 
ſhould extend, or be conſtituted to extend to any 


Corporation formerly created for the carrying 


e Laws of this Realm now in 
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on. 4 Trade, which they have publickly con- 
tinu'd to exerciſe from the time of their Eſta» 
bliſhment, or any Subſcriptions made, or to be 
made, for enlarging the Capital Stock of the 


Governor agus -* of Merchants of | 


Great-Britain, trading to the South-Seas, or 


any other Parts af America, and for encour- 


aging 


50 
aging the Fiſhery, by, or by Order of the Ge- 
neral Court, or Court of Directors of the ſaid 
Company, or any Receipts made out and given, 
or to be made out, in Reſpect of ſuch Subſcrip- 
tions ; but that all ſuch Subſcriptions made, 
and to be made, ſhould be firm and valid, and 
all Receipts made out, or given, concerning the 
ſame, ſhould be aſſignable at Law, by Endorſe- 
ment made, or to 9 made thereon ; any thing 
in this, or in any other Act, or by any Law, 
Uſage, or Cuftom, to the contrary notwithſtand- 
ang. bs - 
So it is plain, the carrying on the Fi/bery is 

particularly preſerv'd, and can never be con- 
ſtrued within this, or any other Act, An 
Extravagant, or Unwarrantable Practice; 
but that the Fiſbery may be carry'd on 
by the South-Sea Company, or the Members 
thereof, in any good Method, for their Ad- 
vantage and Benefit, or by ſuch who ſhall 
ſubſcribe thereto. | | | 
Much more might be ſaid on this Subject, 

but what has been already ſer forth, is ſuffi- 
cient to ſhew the Uſefulneſs and Advantage 
of the Undertaking; and if what is propos'd, 
meets with Approbation, it may 3 | 

| others to communicate their Thoughts for 
the well carrying on of the Fiſhery, the 
gradual Augmentation of the Profits there- 
in, and for the Intereſt, Honour, and Welfare 
of this Nation in General. » 


. | | Beſides 
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Beſides the ſeveral A#s of Parliament, 
Charters, and Patents, which have paſs'd ſinee 
the Commencement of the. Union between 
England and Scotland, in the 15th Article of 
that Settlement, 2000 /. per Ann. is appropri- 
ated for the Encouragement of the Woollen 
Manufatture and Fiſhers of that Country; 
and by an Act paſs'd in the Fifth Year of his 
fate Majeſty's Reign, intituled, An Act for 
ſetling certain Yearly Funds, payable out of the 
Revenue of Scotland, fo ſatisfy publick Debts in 
Scotland, and other Uſes mention'd in the Trea- 
ty of Union; and diſcharge the Equivalent 
claim'd in Behalf of Scotland, in the Terms of 
the ſaid Treaty, and for obviating all future 
Diſputes, Charges, and Expences concerning thoſe 


Equivalents. It is amongſt other things pro 
vided, that the ſaid 2000 J. per Ann. ſhall be 


paid annually, the firſt Payment to com- 
mence from Michaelmas 17 19, to be charg'd 
upon, and paid out of the Money ariſing, and 
to riſe from time to time, of, or any of 
the Cuſtoms, Duties, Exciſes, or Revenues, that 
are, or ſhall be under the Management of the 
Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, and Commiſſi- 
oners of the Exciſe in Scotland, after the Pay- 
ments therein directed to be made, and ſubject 
to Redemption by Parliament, upon Payment 
of the full Sum of 40, ooo l. and all Arrears of 
the ſaid Annuity, if any ſuch be, in ſuch Man- 
ner, as is more particularly mention'd in the 
ſaid AF, to be wholly apply'd towards the 
, | 2 | encouraging 
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encouraging and promoting the Fiſheries, &c. 
And by an Act paſs'd in the 12th Year of his 
late. Majeſty's Reign, intituled, An Ati for 
continuing the Duties upon Malt, Mum, Cyder, 
and Perry, in that part of Great- Britain, call d 
England; and for granting to bis Majeſty, 
certain Duties upon "Male, Mum, Cyder, and 
Perry, in that part of Great- Britain call d Scot- 
land, for the Service of the Year 1726. It is 
amongſt other things provided, That if the 
Rate of Three-pence per Buſhel charg'd upon 
Malt to be made in Scotland, ſhould produce 
a greater Sum than 20,00 J. clear of all 
Charges of Management, the Surplus ſo pro- 
duc d, over and above the ſaid Sum of 20, ooo. 
ſhould be wholly apply d towards the encour- 
ageing and promoting the Fiſheries, and ſuch 
other Mannfactures and Improvements in Scot- 
land, as may moſt conduce to the general 
Good of the United Kingdom ; and to no other 
Uſe, Intent, or Purpoſe whatſoever, in ſuch 
Manner, as ſhould thereafter be ſettled and 
directed by Parliament; and in the 13th Year 
of his late Majeſty's Reign, its enacted, © To 
te the End therefore, that theſe ſeveral Funds 
d“ and Sums of Money, and any other Fund or 
« Sum of Money, that may ariſe, grow due, or 
t be provided, and become payable for theAd- 
* vancement and Improvement of the Fiſber- 
fies andManufactures in that Part of Great. 
% Britain, call d Scotland, may be regularly 
"OT d for the ſaid Purpoſes. Be it * 
«c acre 


_ Ti_ 1} 

« acted by the King's moſt excelent Majeſty, 

* by and with the Advice and Conſent of the 

« Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com- 
* mons, in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, 


« That it ſhall and may be lawful, to, and 


« for his Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeflors, by 
<« Letters Patents under the Great Seal, ap- 
pointed by the Treaty of Union to be kept 
ec to be kept in Scotland, in Place of the Great 
4 Seal thereof, to lay down, ſettle, and eſta- 

e bliſh a particular Method, and to fix and 
e direct proper Rules and Regulations, where- 
te by the ſeveral Funds and Sums aforeſaid, 
te already provided and grown due, or which 
& hereafter ſhall be provided and grown due, 
e for the Improvement and Encouragement 


of Fiſherys and ManufaFures in that Part of 
*© Great- Britain call'd Scotland, ſhall be whol- 
_ « ly apply'd, laid out, and diſtributed, ac- 


« cording to the Tenor and true Meaning of 


te of the faid 13th Article of the Treaty of 


« Union, for the Improvement of Fiſbery 
& and other Manufafures in Scotland, as 
te as may moſt conduce to the general Good 


te of the United Kingdom, and to no other 


« Uſe, Intent, or Purpoſe wharſoever ; which 
Plan and Method of Diſfribution ſhall con- 


« tinue and endure, and be a full Authority. 


« for applying the Monres in the Manner 


te therein to be directed, till the ſame ſhall be 
e alter id or varied in the Manner herein after 


« And 
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And be it further enacted, by the Autho- 
« rity aforeſaid, that it ſhall, and may be 
« lawful to, and for his Majeſty, his Heirs, 


« and Succeflors, by Letters Patents under 
« the Seal aforeſaid, to appoint, name, and 


« authorize any Number of Perſons reſidant 
te in Scotland, not exceeding the Number of 
« Twenty-One, to be Truſtees and Commiſ- 
« ſioners for managing and directing the Ap- 


« plication of the ſaid Sums, according to 


ce the Plan or Method that ſhall be ſettled 
« and eſtabliſh'd as aforeſaid, and for extcu- 
ting the ſeveral Powers and Authorities, 
* which by the ſaid Letters Patents ſhall to 
« them be committed by his Majeſty, his 
% eee 1D ne 7 
And the ſaid Act farther enables his Maje- 
ſty to appoint the Receiver-General of the 
Crown Rents of Scotland, to be Treaſurer, 
and that the Lord High Commiſſioner, or 
Commiſſioners of the Treaſury for the time 


being, to iſſue out Warrants and Orders to the 


proper Perſons, for making Payment of all 
and every the Sums of Money, particularly 
and generally abovemention'd, due and pay- 
able, or that ſhall fall due or payable here- 
after, for encouraging and promoting Fiſbery 
and Manufactures in Scotland, as the ſame 
ſhall ſeverally become due, according to the 
Direction of the Acts abovemention'd, to the 


ſaid Receiver General of the Crown Rents 
and Caſualties in Scotland, without Fee or 


Reward, 


: ; 
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Reward, to be by him anſwer'd and iſſu'd in 


like Manner, ſo and by the Order of the 
ſaid Commifſioners and Truſtees, purſuant 


do ſuch Directions, as ſhall be given in that 
Behalf, by the ſaid Letters Patents. 


The ſaid Commiſſioners and Truſtees, to 
lay a true Copy of all ſuch Accounts, in re- 
lation to the ſaid Truſtees, before his Majeſty, 


_ every Chriſtmas, or in Thirty Days after; 


with a Report of ſuch Alterations in the 


Management for the Improvement of the 


Fiſhery, &c. as they may think neceſſary to 


be” mage. - 5 
And agreeable to the ſaid Powers, Truſtees 


and Commiſſioners have been appointed, and 


by the joint Endeavours of the ſaid worthy 
Gentlemen, diſtinguiſh'd for Men of true Ho- 


nour and Integrity, with the South-Sea Com- 
pany, Committee, or ſome other Corporation or 
Society, a Plan might be ſettled for effectually 


ſetling and eſtabliſhing the ſaid Fiſbery, and 
thereby anſwer the Intent of the reſpective 
Powers, granted for the ſaid Purpoſe and De- 


ſign of the Union, to the general Advantage 


of both Kingdoms. 
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AGE 7 line 5 read 1/anders after the word Degree, inſtead 
: of after the word Continent. p. 25 l. 7 if not on the Bi- 
ti//-Seas, to be left out, | | | 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
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| OME further Obſervations and Methods 
for Eſtabliſhing the Fisuzxy of GREAT 
RITAIN'; to Which will be added, an Ac- 
count of the principal Trading Corporations. 
in Landon, and their Capital Funds; with a 
WW r their 
manner of Traffick and Remarks on their 
Conduct; very uſeful for the peruſal af the 
Members of _ Wr Woah e. 
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